
October 16, 1952 

Dear Alain: 

About e&x we&e ago, we were ln the heart of French Canada-- practlelng 
our Frenoh, 80 we thought. I started to write a letter to you from a town 
called Notice Deme du Portage, near Rivlere SlueLoup on the Gaepe peninsula. 
I was try$ng to write in Frenoh ae follows: 

“Noue VOW krlvons maintenant du Canada franpais. Noue prenona noe 
vacancee en noun oonduleaht en Canada. Cmengant de Madison, nom aommect 
all& en voiture a Qu&&, par Haut-Miohlgan, lee Stralts of Mackinac, lea 
deux villee Sault Sts. Marie (Michigan, E-U., et Ontario, Cknada), au travere 
d*Ontarlo (le tram-Canada highway), et par lee{ vllles belles ti d'Ottana, 
Mm&al et Qudbeo. Eepeciellement deputL Quebecr tout le monde parle habtille- 
ment le franpais , et 19 plupart ne parle guerennent l'anglals. Ce noua offrlt 
une occaalon excellent g-&x B pratiquer netre langue franpalse, qul eat 
devenue atrophlhe par deeuktude, Lee journaux ne noue donnent auoune dlfflcult& 
male la 0onvereatlQh fait un autre etmte." 

After thla unauaplclous beg-, I am sure that you ~111 be pleased that 
I did net have a chance to fln%sh juet then, and that I will proceed in Englleh. 
Tour own writing (by typewriter) is very clear, and I hope you will continue 
in your own langue de patrie. 

Frenah Canada mmned, et the time, a rather quaint affair with Its quiet 
country towna (each with a magnffloent oathedral, by far the rlohest structure), 
but we oenclude new that $&RI it represent6 an Isolation of an ancient, ieolatlon- 
latio Frehoh oulture that has reoognized no progrese sinoe feudal times. The 
Carldletn#e eeem, to judge from their political role in the life of a growing 
Canada, an anachroniatlo reeldue of feudal France. However, one does not see 
this 80 readlly m the surface ae a towlet, and one may regard ae merely 
quaint the insiefenae an, bllingualiarr?, 80 the street signs will aay Arret/Stop 
and the ade ~$11 say . %aweurez Coca Oola”i The epo?en Language there eeema 
rather crarrupt- I still oannot tell hen they distingu$ah between deux and 
douse, whloh are pronsunoed the eeme~ Qlmr muet have emphaeized tilie sort 
pf thing very often, and we judge he was right. 

I know one reaeon you tiite to me new: yew want Anne %&XUI Inside lnforma- 
tien 6n the f@rtha&ng electlen. I am afraid I -annet te!. 1 yeu very much, but 
we are sending you a beak called 'Pogc# which may help you to mderetand our 
affaire.( SpeaMng of books, please Cennof trouble any more about Catcheeide, 
which la now available here, without trouble, although at an outrageous pr&ce. 
1 em uelng it as a textbook, EO received a campllmentary copy.) Personally, we 
find btevensen very refreshing after all the ether candfde.tes7 and are working 
hard (that is Es$her is) ta help him win. It will be eepeclally tragic lf 
MoCarthy gets In again- The primary eleotion result6 were disappointing, but not 
a8 completely hopeless as may eeem at flret. We loet our remaining respect for 
Ike when he espoused Mdarthy during hla vlelt to Wisconsin. Taft would have 
been a relatively easy candidate to beat, but then poeelbly Stevenson would not 
have been nwlnated by the Demoorate. As It looks to our wishful thoughts, 
Ike started far ahead, owing to hle glamoroua hlstm,but many people are just 
beginning to eee through him, 80 that Stevenson la gaining. It le hard to tell 
whether he will have gone far enough by November 4. The Nixon buslneaa wae 
Irrelevant, but naety. It may baokMre on him still, inspite bf Me tearful 
melodramatics on TV-- he has refueed to publish all of the detalle that he 
demanded of’ the democratts. Do not take I&t's cempalgn speeches too eeriously- 
he haa never had the reaponslbillty of elective office, and It la lmpoeslble 
to tell whether tie will turn out very good or very bad, Of Steveneon we have no 
such doubt. Even if Ike gets In, the Senate will almost certainly still be 
Democratic. There will be no serious changes ln foreign policy In any event. 



Continuedr November 26. 

Your letter arrived today, and reminds me that I should owplete thle letter, started 
In August'. 'Unfortunately, the longer I wait, the more Is left to say, so that if 
I do not stop arbitrarily, thie will never get to you. 

I am wwy pleased that you understood and enjoyed Pago. I was a little afraid 
that it8 oollequialism would be so difflault that the point would escape you, or 
that you tight mieundoretarrd its being cent. Pogo Is actually one of the most popu- 
lar comic strips, but it is read by many people m&&h llk;s Qulllver~s Barian, the 
satire being inapparent. , 

Slnoe the beglnnlng of thie letter, the US electlen has aeme and gone. There 
Isn't muah to be aaid about it* exuept that one would wish it were possible for 
the naw adminstratien te amme affective powor inmediately In the Direction of 
foreign affalre, as the present one Is ~brioualy paralyzed. I have been rather 
disappointed in A&won anyhow for seme time --on this passport buainees, and 
the btmglfng ef the baat. warfare propaganda ohargee. fL For a while It looked as 
if the same kind of mistake would be made en the Indian tmme proposals ffor Korea, 
but maybe they will aerreat ft in time. I denIt think there will be any serious 
ohsnge in US forolgn affadrr, or its relationships to the United Nations. Dullest 
appofntment seems dismal, but net rfoloue, and I am somewhat pleased at the aunplafnts 
fr~l the most rsaotionary w%n$ of the Republioans about it9 Similarly, once reao- 
tienaty oamnentator was crritlrlalng Ike fer appointing We, Hobby as Federal Seaurlty 
Admlnstrator, aa she had contributed to Senator Benton’s (anti-McOarthy) oampaign. 
This appointment ie of rather direct lntereet to me, air the FSA centrole the Publio 
Heakth ServIcm, from whioh a good part @f cur researoh funds oomes (also Lwoff’ef) 
I don't know Mrs. Hobby's views on reseuah investment. 

I am most Interested ti your remarks about Jugoelavla. What about your visit 
aonvineed you of the virtues ofthatvarletyef aormnunlsm? Do youth%& ax$ authorl- 
tarian regime is the only way in whiah they Gould make their ecenado progress? 
How mtmh political oppoeitien is tolerated there now? b do yau feel this is u&s- 
portant at the most primitive stages of politioal development? 

I canhwk ‘th%nk at the manarnt @f’ any Frenah sclentifio works I weuld llloe to 
have. Perhape fi it were possible to have acbne of the publishers1 prioe lists 
(lika the Masson series UAotuallfse so&entiflquee...") I might be remhled of sane 
of' the tMng5 I wolld like tohave. Efythe way, do you kzmw who is aMe Henri Laeard? 
I[ had some) letters fxam him a Few pars ago, and more reoently a book by "Port@* 
on Maladieu Polylnfeofirrueor Inapparenter which seenwd to me pure nonsense! It was 
marked with Lseard's camplimenta-I suppose Portidle his nomade plume. 

Most of my &mediate reeeareh just nau is en serotypic reuombinatlon In Salmo- 
nella. Many of the numerous serological types cran be reoonstructed by a gemo reoom- 
b&nation teahniqus. The particular problem Is the mechenlem of flagellar phase varla- 
tion, which seems at the moment not to be an ordinary gene mutatlan, but some sort 
oi oecrlllating local mapprssefon or autivatien of me of two alternative genee. This 
is an sxtenelon of the work that Zlnder and I did while he was studying for his Ph.D. 
He hae gene now to the Rookefeller Institute, and for this year I do not have but two 
students. Hewever, there are three postdoctoral people, In addition to Esther and my- 
self. Qna of them lrr C.C.Splaer, a W.H.O. fellow fran Colindale, London; mm who Is 
also working on Salmonella. David Skaar is studying irmnunogenethcs of E. ooli, and 
Tom C. Nelson Is collaborating QPP the pwology and cytology of E. coli sexu&&w. 

If we oan raise the funds, we hope very much to get to Europe next mmmer, but 
cannot tell yet whether this will bs financially possible. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 


